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OU complain in your laſt Letter, that 
| \ the Canal has been very burthenſome 
to the Nation, that it is more like a 
Drain, to carry thoſe Sums, that are levied off 
the Nation in general, into one Province, than 
a Conveyance of publick Wealth, and that, 
inſtead of extending from Lough Neagh: to 
Newry, you believe they are carrying it 
round the Globe, ſo that it is never to find 
% + 0: 89% 20 i197 nl 


The Publick Prints have by this Time in- 
formed you, that it can now be navigated. 
Bur as to the publick Benefit to be expected 
from it, the Skill ſhewn in the Execution, 
how it came to be ſo long in Hands, and 
whom the Nation is to thank for bringing it 


l a 5 
at length to a Concluſion, are Points, which, 
although I live at a conſiderable Diſtance 
from it, and have had no Acquaintance with 
any of the Undertakers, I am by no Means 
igHorant-of, and ſhall therefore, at your Re- 
| queſt, . give you all the Satisfaction about 
| them, that the naked Truth can give. 
| The Publick, if it be not its own Fault, 
Sug will certainly receive a great Return for the 
i Money expended on this Work. The whole 
Surf, a Trifle excepted, has only paſſed from 
the Rich, who could well ſpare it, to the 
| Poor, who much wanted it, but has been all 
the Time confined to, and circulating through 
the Nation. It has been ſent in ſmall Divi- 
dends to the Extremities and Capillaries of 
our Body Politick, and has done it more Good 
than fifty times the Sum, in any other Shape. 
1 Ss'let what will come of the Canal, we have 
is our Money ſtill fate, and in our own Hands. 
= © But now that the Canal is navigable, the 
j Publick Benefit, ariſing from it, will un- 
i ; doubtedly be very great. The City of Dub- 
lin, with all the adjacent Towns and Country, 
1 will be ſupplied with Firing for, at leaſt, 
! one Third leſs than formerly. Many other 
| Articles of Proviſion, neceſſary for ſo great 
j a City, will be laid in from the Worth at 
f much cheaper Rates, than uſual. Theſe, 
Sir, are publick Benefits; becauſe all our 
4 Men of Fortune and Buſineſs, throughout 
the whole Nation, may be ſaidt o be all Ci- 

ä ; tizens, 
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tizens, and in ſome Meaſure Inhabitants of 
Lublin, where we all take it in our turns to be 
perſonally intereſted in the Price of Neceſſa- 
ries. Beſides, what Dublin faves this Way, 
the whole Kingdom ſaves, becauſe the great 
Sums, which were formerly carried out for 
Coals, will now be kept at home, and circy- 
late among ourſel ves. All the Countries 
round Lough Neagh, where the Linen Trade 
chiefly flouriſhes, will be layed open to Na- 
vigation, and from thence reap many Bene- 
fits. This alſo, and with good Reaſon, I 
call a publick 3 How much the 
whole Nation is intereſted in the Trade of the 
North, T need not tell you, Sir, who know 
it as well as any Man: But if the long- 
continued Expences of this Work have 
ſeemed a ſort of Grievance to the Provinces 
of Munſter and Conaught, their being now 
brought ſo near to an End, will, I hope, give 
them, as well as the other two Provinces, a 
very ſenſible Satisfaction. And I hope alſo 
the worthy Gentleman, Mr. Gilbert, whom 
we are indebted to for this publick Service, 
and in which, I am told, he has almoſt worn 
out a ſtrong Conſtitution, will meet with ſuch 
a Reward, and ſuch Encouragement from 
his Country, as a Nation ſo dependent on the 
few within itſelf, who can aſſiſt it, ought in 
Prudence no leſs than Gratitude to give. 

As to the Skill ſhewn in conducting this 
important Affair, I cannot ſay it was ſuch as 
| might 


(6) 
might have been wiſhed. No Body, who was 
employed before Mr. Gilbert, underſtood any 
thing of the Matter. They ſeemed to deſign 
it for a Shew, rather than a Canal, and ac- 
cordingly as often as Curiofity brought-a Lady 
or two to ſee it, to make the Sight a little 
more entertaining, the Labourers were all 
taken from the Work, and with the Help of 
a Drum and a Pair of Colours, performed a 
very awkward and odious Sort of Exerciſe. 
The ſeveral Blunders that were made in it, 
and the affected Delays given to it, I paſs by 
as too tedious for this Occaſion; but can not 
help taking Notice to you of the great Da- 
mage done to the Buſineſs, by Steers the 
Engliſhman, becauſe his ill Conduct bears a 
near Relation to the preſent State of the 
Work. | 

At Aclon, the higheſt Part of the Canal, 
there was a viſible Deficiency of Water, 
To ſupply this, a Water-courſe was cut by a 
former Undertaker from the Bann, a neigh- 
bauring River, to Acton, at a great Expence. 
This Project failed of Succeſs. Near -to 
Acton there is a Lake, which contains ſe- 
veral Acres. Mr. Gilbert in order to ſupply 
the Canal with Water from this Lake, pro- 
poſed to Mr. Steers, to ſink the . higheſt 
level of the Canal, where it paſſes by this 
Lake, ſive Foot; by which means the Expence 
of two Locks might have been ſaved, and by 


the help of a Sluice, five Foot, in depth, of 
N | Water 
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Water might have been drawn from the Lake 
into the Canal, which by an ingenious Calcu- 
lation of Mr. Gilbert's was demonſtrated to 
be ſufficient in Seaſons of the greateſt Scarcity. 
This Steers vehemently SH, and for aught 
I know, the whole Work had miſcarryed, had 
not Giiſbert effected it in his ablence. 

Tho? Steers knew no more of the Buſineſs 
than how to build a Lock, which any com- 
mon Carpenter, who had ſeen one built, cou d 
have done as well as he, yet even in that he 
failed miſerably. He built his Locks 60 Foot 
in length and 15 in width; whereas had they 
been made 18 Foot wide, a ſort of Ships 
might have been built fo near the juſt Pro- 
portion, that they might have ſailed from the 
Pits to Dublin, by which the Expence of tran- 
ſhiping by the Way had been ſaved, and 
thoſe Veſſels had carryed more than twice the 
Burthen of thoſe built for the preſent Locks. 
This Blunder is never to be remedied, without 
rebuilding all the Locks, nor cou'd Gilbert 
have helped it, unleſs he had rebuilt fix of 
them, which Szeers, unhappily for the Nation, 
ſtayed to finiſh, and rebuilt them too at his 
own Peril ; which he durſt not do, for he, 
Poor Man, is but an Iriſhman. x 
Tho? Steers was ſent for over to build the 
Locks, yet he builc but five of them, and 
_ Gilbert the other ten, and thoſe vaſtly betcer, 

at leſs Expence, Beſides, what Mr. Gilbert 
Can never be too much beloved for by us all, 
he puſhed the Work with ſuch unwearied 
| dili- 
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(8) 
diligence and vigour that ſix of the Locks 
were finiſhed in one Year under his Direction, 
which plainly ſhews to the whole Nation, that 
as there are but 15 in all, he had finiſhed the 
whole Canal in three Years, had it been put 
wholly under his Direction. This is the Con- 
duct of an Honeſt Man, and very unlike the 
behaviour of thoſe, who being employed by 
their Country in Works of this Nature, pro- 
if tract them all they can, and make the Pub- 
. lick Burthen intolerable, on purpoſe, to leng- 
then out their own private Gain. 
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1585 am afraid this was but too much the Caſe 


1 with our Canal. Sometimes the want of Money, 
4 ſometimes the unfavourableneſs of the Seaſons, 
1 . ſometimes the unexpected difficulty of the 
1 Work, were blamed for the flowneſs with | 
1 which it proceeded. There is however but 
too much reaſon to ſuſpect, that the great Sala- 
's allowed to the firſt Undertakers, who 
being little acquainted with the Buſineſs, 
committed it to Underlings as ignorant as 
themſelves, were the chief Cauſe of it's delay. 
The chief Managers were willing to pro- 
tract an Employment that was fo Beneficial, g 
And their Subſtitutes, thro” Negligence - did 
leſs, than for the Time and Money ought to 
have been done; and thro? Ignorance, mifap- 
plied great Part of what was done. But 
lince Gilbert was left to himſelf, the moſt ſe- 
vere Inſpector cannot charge him with the 
Loſs of a ſingle Day, nor the Miſapplication 
ok one Shilling. Others had all the 111 
. alas : 1 
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and Encouragements they could deſire; yet 
the Work went on heavily in their Hands. 
Gilbert had all the Diſficulties and Obſtructions 
thrown in his Way, that a Thing of chis Na 
ture can poffibly be clog'd with, and yet he 
diſpatched more in two Vears than the reſt had 
done in ten. Now Sir, you know to fave 
Time, in this Caſe, is the fame as to ſave Mo- 
ney. Put the Nation ſaved Money by em- 
ploying him, not only thus, but by two other 
Means; Firſt by the great Frugality he ſhewed 
in the Management of every Thing commit 
ted to his Care, which will fully appear in 
due Time to thoſe whoſe Bufineis it may be, 
or whole Curiofity may prompt them, to e- 
amine into his Conduct; and in the next Place 
by the ſmallneſs of the Salary, for which his 
eminent Skill and indefatigable Labours have 
been purchaſed. Hard Caſe! that I norance 
and Selfiſhneſs ſhould be ſo bountifelly en- 
couraged, as publick Virtues; and that he 
who Jabours for his Country, as if it were for 
himſelf, ſhould not find his preſent Account 
in his Integrity. No wonder a Country ſhould” 
be poor and wretched ! in which this is both a 
juſt and a general Complaint. £20. 
There was another very wrong Step taken 
by Steers, at the lower End of the Canal next 
the Sea: He fixed a Lock oppoſite to the Quay 
of Newry, and diſcharged the Water of the 
Canal directly acroſs the Channel of Newry 
River, to the great Obftruftion. of the ſaid 
bibs ns * Channel 
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Channel. At this Place the neap Tides riſe 
no higher than 3: Feet, whereas in the Canal 
| there is and muſt be always 5 Foot of Water. 
| Hence it comes to paſs that no Coals can paſs. 
; 


PI is 
CLE — * 


a X POR 
3 — 
i 72 ** 


| below Newry, unleſs at Spring Tides. . And 
| what makes the Caſe ſtill worfe, the Channel 
i of Newry is not only very ſhallow, but narrow 
| and winding all the Way from Newry to the 
+ deep Water. Without having the leaſt Re- 
1 gard to this, Steers neither took Care to carry 
. the Canal to a Place where the Water in the 
| natural Channel was deep enough to receive 
it the Boats, nor to fink ut. open the ſaid Chan- 


nel in a right Line, as if he intended only to 
ks - Tupply Newry with Coals. The Truth is Sir, 
| his. Scheme was to ruin the whole Deſign. He 
was no Iriſbman. The Expence of what he 
11 did is as bad as loſt, and as much more muſt. 
1 be ſunk beſides, e' er the Ends 3 b 

this great Work, can be effectually ee 
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* It is true Boats may, for the moſt Part, paſs 
171 the aforeſaid: Obſtruction in the dead of Win. 
I | ter; but then it is as dangerous failing on Lough 
it Neagh in Winter Time, as on the open Sea. 
How the narrow Boats, which can paſs a 
Il Lock of 15 Foot in Width, will be able to 
42 weather ſuch a Paſſage I leave you to judge. 
ſ bus Sir we have been ſerved for truſtin 


to a Foreigner of little Skill, and probably 
reſolved to deceive us, rather than to an ho- 


gneſt and skillful Countryman of our own. 
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For my own Part, I can ſcarce ſpeak of the 
ERR. = Wo Thing 
as 


| < 11 | 
Thing with Patience, and without the. great- 
eſt Concern, that we are ſo little careful to en- 
courage Skill and Induſtry of our own Growth, 
Tho' the Canal is now navigable, yet it 
will prove a very imperſect Navigation, if 
the River of Newry be not opened, if ſome 
Sand-banks in Lough Neagh be not removed, 
and the Canal carried from the further Side of 
that Lake to the Cole-pits, es 

Theſe Difficulties ſtill remain. Mr. Gilbert, 
by his great Skill, and indefatigable Appli- 
cation has ſurmounted all the reſt, tho? an 
Obſtruction that coſt him ſix Weeks in the 
Middle of laſt Summer, lay in his Way. 

The Town of Newry, who are beſt Judges 
of his Merit in this publick Service, are ſo 
ſenſible of his Integrity and Abilities in con- 
ducting it, that they are prepared, upon his 
arrival with Coal, to preſent him with a Piece 
cf Plate of conſiderable Value, on which is 
engraved his Creſt, and this Motto, tibi ſoli, 
by which it appears, they aſcribe the Honour 


of the Work to him alone. It is to be hoped 


my 


the City of Dublin will demonſtrate a like 


ſenſe of Gratitude, propoitionable to the 
greater Benefits they are to derive from his 
Labours. Such Men ought not to go unre- 
warded, nor ſuch Services unencouraged, and 
the rather, as the Kingdom has a good deal 
more of this Sort of Work to do. He is no 


Talker, nor Boaſter ; but a Doer : And there- 


fore it were to be wiſhed that ſuch Perſons as 


you 
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effectually anſwered. 
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you Sir, would be ſo kind to him, or rather 


to our poor Country, as to ſay for him, what 
he can't ſo handſomely ſay for himſel. 
This, Sir, is all the Intormation that I, or 
any Body elſe, can give you upon this Subject. 
But before I conclude, I muſt tell vou, that 


unleſs ſome Encouragements are given to thoſe 


who raiſe and carry the Coals to Dublin, the 
Engliſh Coals may be afforded cheaper in that 
City, than the r The Carriage of the 
latter wi'l be long, winding and dangerous; 
there will be two different Kinds of Naviga- 
tion neceſſary, and at leaſt one loading and 
unloading by the Way, which the English 
Coals are not ſubject to. It, to counterbal- 
lance theſe Charges, the Undertakers at the 
Pits were allowed thoſe Felons, whom we 
have hitherto tranſported to the American 
Plantations, and if a ſmall Premium in the 
Tun were given to thoſe who ſell the Triſb 
Coals in Dublin, out of the Fund which car- 
ried on the Canal, the Trade on this valuable 


Liſo Commodity would be ſecured to us, and 


all the good Ends propoſed by the Canal, 
| 6. DE 5: 
Tam, Sin, . 
with all imaginable Reſpect, 
Dur meft Humble, and 
igt Obedient S er van. | 
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